
 

 

 

ñUnemployment is of vital importance, 

particularly to the unemployedò  

- Edward Heath  
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Above: The Cleansing of the Temple 

Ash Wednesday Witness 
By Ciaron OReilly 

Ash Wednesday in the Catholic Calendar marks the 

beginning of the season of Lent in preparation for Holy 

Week, the Passion and Easter's triumph of life over 

death. 

At noon on Wednesday March 9th., Catholic Workers 

attended mass at Westminster Cathedral, where fore-

heads were traditionally marked with ash while words 

were uttered that remind one of one's own mortality 

"Remember you are dust and unto dust you shall re-

turn!"  

Following mass, we chatted with some "Women for 

Ordination" folks from Warrington vigilling in protest 

outside the Mass and made our way past institutions 

that have no sense of humility, their subversion by the 

prince of darkness or their mortality.  

We passed McDonalds, Royal Bank of Scotland, New 

Scotland Yard, the QE2 Conference Centre, British Par-

liament before arriving at Downing St. to support a 

small "Campaign Against the Arms Trade" (CAAT) 

delegation delivering a petition to British Prime Minis-

ter Cameron regarding British arms exports to (cont p6) 

Free Burma! Free Kyaw! 
By Kyaw Min 

I live in Dorothy Day House (DDH) of the      

London Catholic Worker since July last year, and 

my name is Kyaw Min from Burma (In 1991, the  

Govenment changed the name to MYANMAR).  
 

I arrived to UK September 4, 2010. The govern-

ment of Burma found out about my political 

movement in Burma after I arrived in the (cont p8) 
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Save Dale Farm 
By Zelda Jeffers 

Dale Farm in Essex is the UK's largest Travellers 

community, consisting of nearly a hundred plots and 

over a thousand residents. It is owned by the Travel-

lers. Across the UK many sites have been closed and 

others evicted and travellers forcibly moved on. This is 

o n l y  p a r t  o f 

the marginalisation and 

prejudice Travellers 

face. This is not just 

about homes but also 

the criminalisation of a 

community and a way 

of life. Is our fear of 

Travellers so great that 

we're willing to pay 

massive sums of taxpay-

ersô money just to bull-

doze their homes? Ap-

parently so. Dale Farm 

has been under constant 

threat of eviction for 

more than 10 years 

causing chronic stress to 

those living there. If 

(cont p2) 

Untangling the Strands of 

'Violence' and Legality  
by Soo Tian Lee 

A Student's Viewpoint from within  

the Anti-Austerity Movement 

On Thursday, 11 November 2010, I purchased my 

first-ever copy of the Daily Mail. In fact, I pur-

chased copies of no less than six different newspa-

pers that day, all which carried the same cover 

photo, but accompanied by amazingly divergent 

headlines. The event being reported was the stu-

dent protests in London the day before, which cul-

minated with the occupation of Millbank Tower, 

site of the headquarters of the Conservative Party. 

The famous photo (see p3 ) showed a protester put-

ting his foot through the glass 'shop' front of the 

building. The Independent headline announced the 

arrival of of 'The New Politics'. On the other end of 

the spectrum was the Times, the headline scream-

ing that the student protesters were 'Thuggish and 

Disgraceful'. The Daily Mail, of course, had to re-

port that there had been a 'Hijacking of    (cont p3)  



 

 London Catholic 

Worker:  
 

We are: Angela Broome, Simon 

Watson, Henrietta Cullinan, Chris 

Goodchild, Scott and Maria Albrecht, 

Zelda Jeffers, Martin Newell, Papa 

Mao Fall Ndiaye, Soo Tian Lee,  

Sean  OôMalley, Ciaron OôReilly, 

Mirjam Johansson 
 

Dorothy Day House 
16 De Beauvoir Road,  

De Beauvoir Town, London N1 5SU 

Tel: 020 7249 0041     Email:  

londoncatholicworker@yahoo.co.uk 

We are: Papa Mao Fall  Ndiaye, 

Michael Omari  
 

Guiseppe Conlon House 
49 Mattison Road, London N4 1BG 

Tel: 020 8348 8212    Email:  

londoncatholicworker@yahoo.co.uk 

Both Dorothy Day House and our 

new Mattison Road House offer  

hospitality to destitute refugees, 

mainly men. We run Peterôs Commu-

nity Café and the Urban Table Soup 

Kitchen. We organise regular non-

violent resistance,  and produce this 

newsletter. 

We are: Martin Newell, Sean              

O Malley, Ciaron OôReilly, Soo 

Tian Lee 
 

Catholic Worker Farmhouse: 
Lynsters Farm, Old Uxbridge Road, 

West Hyde, Herts,   WD3 9XJ   

Tel: 01923 777 201        Email:   

thecatholicworkerfarm@yahoo.co.uk 

We are: Scott & Maria Albrecht 

and family, Mirjam and Herman  
 

The Farmhouse offers hospitality to 

destitute women and children. We 

vigil regularly at the nearby North-

wood Joint Forces Military HQ. We 

also grow organic vegetables and 

have a poustinia. 
 

Peterôs Community Caf®: 
Open Mon-Weds 12noon-5.30pm 

The Crypt, St Peterôs Church,  

Northchurch Terrace, De Beauvoir 

Town,  N1 5AT  Tel: 020 7249 0041 
 

Urban Table Soup Kitchen: 
Open Sun. 2.30pm-4.30pm 

The Old School Rooms, The Round 

Chapel, Powerscroft Road, Hackney, 

London E5 0PU 
 

Peterôs Cafe and the Urban Table 

are both attempts to imitate Jesusô 

practice of sharing his table with all 

comers. At the Café in particular we 

also hope to offer a space to build 

bridges between the disparate groups 

and individuals in our local commu-

nity, as well as welcoming activists. 
 

Anti-©opywrite For Action   

SAVE DALE FARM 
(from p1) Basildon Bor-

ough Council gets its 

way they will demolish 

half of it at an estimated 

cost of £18 million, 

much of it for policing. 

On March 10th the 

council voted £8 mil-

lion (one third of itôs 

budget) to carry out the 

eviction of 150 families 

from 52 plots of land at 

Dale Farm which will 

make hundreds of peo-

ple including children 

the old and infirm 

homeless. 

At the same time Basil-

don Council are axing local services and 

jobs  

 They're even selling off playing fields to 

developers to raise money. Yes, I'm not 

making this up - they're actually destroy-

ing much used and loved green areas in 

Basildon Town to supposedly protect the 

green belt although Dale Farm nominally 

in the green belt used to be a scrap yard 

unlovely and unloved.  

 We've paid for the financial crisis caused 

by the banks, and now we're being asked 

to pay in order to deliberately make peo-

ple homeless, denying health services to 

the sick, and an education to children. 

And pay dearly - 100 Basildon Council 

jobs are likely to be axed to help the local 

authority cope with budget cuts which 

will leave it £2.3 million short. Firing 100 

people, to make 50 families homeless. 

They are also cutting £505,000 to disabled 

services. The Council wants vulnerable 

people in the settled community to suffer 

in order to make Travelling people suffer. 

There is a part of the Dale Farm site 

where families have permission to stay. 

All the pitches are owned by the travel-

lers. They have created places to live at no 

cost to the public, as they were told to do 

by a previous Conservative Government. 

Relatives live near one another offering 

support and care when itôs needed, people 

know and look out for each other making 

it a safe place for the children, elderly and 

vulnerable. 

Living on the roadside is no longer an op-

tion, travellers evicted from nearby 

Hovefields were immediately moved on 

by the police, night after night until they 

were out of Essex. 

 When we can find £ millions to evict 

families from land they own but can't find 

the funds to keep nurseries, libraries and 

youth centres open - something has gone 

terribly wrong. If you would like to help 

put  th is  r ight  see  ht tp : / /

dalefarm.wordpress.com/ Dale Farm Soli-

darity on Facebook or contact Grattan 

Puxon dale.farm@btinternet.not 01206 

523528 
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Above: Richard Sheridan, from the National Gypsy Council, in 

front of diggers destroying a travellers plot  

SPECIAL OFFER:  
- end of print run -  

 

ñDorothy Day - Selected Writingsò  
available from London CW   

 

for £5 + £2.50 p&p.  
normal price £14.95 - 370 pages  

 

ñThere is no better introduction to Dorothy Dayò 

-Jim Forest 
 

ñ Reads   like  a  sustained   prayer -  

for  peace,  for   love,  for humility,  

and most of all, for activism. ò 
-Christian Century  

 

Make cheques payable to  

ñLondon Catholic Workerò 

Send to: LCW, 49 Mattison Road, London N4 1BG 

mailto:dale.farm@btinternet.not

