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Today is Remembrance Sunday. Today we
asked to remember: to remember all the vicl
of war, all those who died and were killed in w
especially in the World Wars of the 2Century.
We come to pay our respects, and we do res
the great sacrifices that were made. We rerr
ber also all those who suffered but lived throl
those times. And those too who continue to
fer in war — in Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, D
fur in Sudan, in Congo — the litany goes on.
“At the setting and the rising of the sun, we wiémember them” — and pray
for them.

To remember means to learn the lesson of histasyit has been said,
“to be ignorant of history is to be doomed to régeaLet us pray today that
we, as the human race, as God’s family, brotheds sasters, will soon learn
those lessons and not continue to repeat thosakeistas we seem to do.

But if we are to learn the lessons of history,hage to look at the single
most important event in history: the life, deathd aesurrection of Jesus. We
have to look at the Gospels. In today’s Gospeljslepeaks of times of war and
what our response as Christians should be. Jegas“gdl these fine buildings
[this Temple] not one stone will be left upon aresth- it will be destroyed.”
And we have seen the Twin Towers, we see Falluigiit now — being de-
stroyed: “not one stone left upon another.” Jesys,s“They will come using
my Name, deceiving you”. And both George Bush andyTBlair have come,
in the name of Christ, calling themselves Chrigtjazalling us to war., as hap-
pened in bothSland 2 World Wars, when Churches on both sides backed war
Jesus advice is “when you hear of wars and rumolvgars, do not be fright-
ened.” He says to us today, “Refuse to join thelmeyTare not acting in my
name - not in my name!”

Pope John Paul Il grew up in Poland during WoMar 1I: like Jesus, he
lived in an occupied country: he worked in laboamps. He has said, “No
More War!”, “War — never again!” and “War is alwagsfailure for humanity.”
When Jesus was being arrested and his own lifetivaatened, he refused to
fight. He said, “Put away your sword. He who lii®sthe sword will die by the
sword.” And he told Pilate, his judge and juryctiuld have called on legions to
protect me — but my Kingdom is not like the Kingdoof this world.” This is
the way of Jesus, the way of the cross. It is tileavay of non-violence.

But if we are called to “refuse to join them” ifplence and war — if this
is the lesson we have to learn — how are we tatresil in our world? Were
called to resist evil — to respect and protect Gayift of life, from the moment
of conception to a natural death: but we are caitecesist non-violently. We
are called not to be passive, but to actively acamtfevil and hatred and violence

with love of enemies, forgiveness and self-saifibesus on the cross showed us
that it is the willingness to suffer — not the wiiness to inflict suffering — that
changes- and saves — the world.

My own practical introduction to non-violent resisce came with the
campaign for East Timor. You may remember Indonbaid invaded east Timor
in 1973 and massacred the people. Meanwhile, Briisrospace and other Brit-
ish firms were selling planes and other arms tootedia, to use against the
Timorese people. So, in December 1997, nine of six Fimorese refugees and
three English people — climbed over a fence atiisBraerospace base near Pre-
ston, with banners and a child-sized coffin to espnt the dead Timorese chil-
dren, and knelt down to pray.

We were arrested and spent 24 hours in polics belfore being charged
and released. That action was part of a wider meweof non-violent resistance,
and East Timor is now a free country.

More recently, two of us spent six months in prmigor incarnating the
words of the prophets Isaiah and Micah, “they shalinmer their swords into
ploughshares”, by disarming - or decommissionirgglerry that carries nuclear
warheads. In doing these things we were very nawedre of the words of Jesus
in today’s Gospel: “Before all this happens [ak¢k wars and violence, that is]
men will seize you and persecute you, and imprigu, and bring you to court.
This is your opportunity to bear witness.” — to ba@ness to the truth.

| believe these things are what it means to “refiasjoin them” to “not be
frightened”, to be conscientious objectors todagddy, with hi-tech warfare,
they don’t need our young men, all they need issilence and our taxes. This is
the way of the cross today, in following Jesus wias arrested, charged, tried,
convicted and executed for the crime of doing gmebking the truth, and living
according to his Father and his conscience.

This is the wisdom and the power of the cross, ihithe “eloquence that
no opponents will be able to contradict: this is Wisdom and the power that has
been given to us and the world. And make no misthllm-violenceis powerful.
The last century was a century of non-violence el &s violence. Non-violent
struggles changed the world. The Suffragist movearhesught votes for women.
Gandhi’s non-violence brought independence to lagic fatally undermined the
justification for Empires. Martin Luther-King’'s newiolence brought civil rights

for U.S. blacks. And more recently movements of-non

DS violent resistance were the key factor in the dairdf

.Q‘B- fﬂ‘,- apartheid in South Africa, Communism in Russia and
3 | fo Eastern Europe, and the Marcos regime in the Philip
pines.

So, let us pray for peace in our world, in our
hearts, our lives and our families. Let us prayt tha
God’s family can learn to live together in peacsstice

"f“{ - = and harmony. Let us pray that we will truly remembe
O I‘VSH bﬁ‘ and pay our respects by learning the lessons tufrkis

Based on a homily by Fr Martin Newell cp, based.oke 21:5-19, on Remembrance Sunday 2005



